ETHAN GRUMP

Hellfire & Amazing Grace | 06.03.2016

There’s not a whole lot I can say, seeing that I've only been on this earth
nineteen years. [ guess I could tell you about when I got my first guitar,

or when I joined my first band, or who my biggest musical influences are,
but [ think I need to start with my childhood. I was home-schooled as a
kid (I know you’re not surprised...). My cousin Kristi, who was also home-
schooled, lived next door to me. Everyday around lunch time we would
walk through the field, down what we called the buttermilk trail, to my
grandmother’s house.

My grandmother, Mrs. Charlotte Crump, was a retired cook. Born into

the Great Depression, she spent much of her childhood with a cotton sack
slung around her shoulder. She grew up to marry my grandfather, Bennie
Crump, and together they started the S&W Diner. By the time | came
along she had already retired and sold the diner to her sister Sandra. Oh, I
failed to mention that we never called her “Grandma” or “Grannie”. To us,
this old lady, strong as a pine knot and tough as Georgia clay, was simply
known as “Nannie”.

When we would arrive at Nannie’s house she would have a whole Thanks-
giving cooked for us daily. Fried chicken, fried okra, mashed potatoes and
gravy, cornbread, salmon patties, and sweet potatoes just to list a few. It was
far more than anyone could eat. Needless to say, we had really happy dogs.

About two or three times a week, a few of her siblings would stop by and
join us for lunch. Like her, they had grown up in hard conditions. Many
days they spent with their backs hunched over, toiling away under the heavy
heat of the sun. This wasn’t some kind of part time job to go on their
resume, it was just life.

[ would sit there and listen to them talk and laugh and cuss. The way they
made words. The way they told stories. I like to think it’s a part of me. May-
be it’s the reason I take words and stories so seriously. Either way, it’s the
most important part of who [ am. More so than any guitar or John Prine
album. So if you like my songs, know that I didn’t just pull them out of
thin air. I spent years watching, listening, and learning.
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1. Come on Home

2. Hellfire and Amazing Grace
3. Mary Ann

4. Mason County Blues

5. Waiting Here On You

PRAISE FOR ETHAN CRUMP

“Keep your ear out for a fine young
songwriter with a voice like a young
John Prine. He’s a big talent who will
surely be getting noticed.”

- Randall Bramblett

“Ethan’s writing is fresh, not cliched.
It is not predictable, but once you take
the journey in each song, I look back
and say, “How did we get here?” and,
“This is exactly where the song should
go. How did I miss it?”

- Michael “Porkchop” Branch

“Ethan is an extraordinary
talent, a songwriter, artist and mu-
sician and it has been a pleasure to
work with him. His perspective is very
original and I can’t wait to watch him
continue to develop.”

- Beth Neilson Chapman
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